The Honorable 
Dear Congressman :

I understand Congress is considering legislation that would enact comprehensive health care reform and I am writing to express concern with several of the provisions that would negatively impact my company.

For many years, my company has participated in the labor-management collective bargaining process in the electrical contracting industry.  One way of demonstrating the commitment and investment I have with my employees is to provide them with health care.  The multi-employer health care plans prevalent in our industry have successfully provided coverage for millions of workers and their families.  My company is a small business and offers health care, in lieu of profits, to our employees. 
I support a universal employer mandate; I believe all employers should offer health care to employees.  I am opposed to any provisions that would exempt small businesses with a payroll of $500,000 or less from such a mandate.  Such a small business exemption threatens the competitive nature of electrical contractors in the construction industry.  As a successful small business, even with the ever-escalating health care premiums I encounter each year, I’ve been able to provide health care, because I believe it’s the right thing to do; if I am able to provide it, all small businesses should provide it. Any health care proposal should include tax incentives or credits that would make health care more affordable for small businesses; however, I am adamantly opposed to exempting small businesses from the employer mandate.
I am also concerned about additional health care proposals that threaten to tax my employees’ health care benefits.  The construction industry represents 8 percent of the nation’s gross domestic product; our industry is struggling to survive.  It is unfair to tax these benefits and therefore increase health care costs for hard-working contractors and workers.  Any proposal to tax health care benefits undermines support for health care reform.
Thank you for consideration of these views.
Sincerely,

